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By MIRIAM OTTENBERG

Star-News Stalf Writer

A _well-organized Chincse

twork  across the country
has_stepped.up. smuggling of
Southask. Asia. hieroin to_the
pain-where-4t50W SURp. :
percent, of ihe addict
An-the-thited-Stabos.
- ZLhat’s.an.increase,of 1¢.per-
cant..of the.supply.in-less-than
OHG-Jeal C

Narcotics officials are now
seriously concerned about the
potential threat of Southeast
Asian  heroin flooding the
American market,

- Huge Haul IIalled

. The all-Chinese rings, how-
ever, still are not filling the
gap leit by enormous seizures
of heroin over the last year, It
takes between six and 10 tons
to supply the U.S, addict mar-
ket a year, :
Qirector John R Inze f
ibe Durpan of N i d
DRangerous. . Daugs. yestenday
told o an..edidors. sominar on
worldwide.oifoms-to-slontha
Ahe, Jatest fiscal.year,.a.igtal
s:me.t._,yah:c,.mq,ﬂ.,.,.;'aﬁ?,ﬁ.ifz,la‘&g
‘worth.of-ilicit-naccotics..gn
daugerous drugs.wa
from._$he. ALS, marset. along
This amounts to a 501 percent
increase over the previous
year's value of 5112,476,000.

In cooperation with foreign
governments during fiscal
1972, Ingersoll added, BNDD
prevenied a total of 120,670
pounds of drugs from rcaching
these shores~an estimated
$592,931,440 worth,

The threat posed by the eth-
nic or overseas Chinese rings
was oullined by John R. In-
right, assislant dircctor for
criminal investizalions,

While the volume of South-
east Asian heroln still doesn't

. rank with the Luropcan tral-
fic, he said, it has the potential
for becoming a very scrious
threat, particularly &3 the Eu~
ropean supply dwindles,

“We're mounting an opera=
{ion against the Chinese sea-
men who bring the drugs to
the United Stales and the
Chinese iraflickers, some of
whom eperate legitimate husi-
nesses,” BNDD's enforcement

hief said.
‘ 1';?hast’; théo‘ ﬁE\EgX?ydhEs

hush  Operation Sea Wall
which has brought together

b

Age

WRSHINGT oAl STARL

Lanadian Mounied Police and
B_rnish authorities in Hong
hong to fight the Inereasing
traffic in southeast Asian hep-
oin.,

All-Chinese Trade
Going after the Chinese pos-

€s gome unique problems. In.

communicating with each oth-
er, the Chinese trafiickers use
obscure dialects known only to
a handful of people in this
country, That becomes a prob-
lem when agents use court ap-
proved wire taps to foilow (i

“action, Enright said,

Also, if a trafficker 5CNses
he may bhe suspected, he
leaves the heroin ahoard snip
and waits until it reaches the
next port hefore his smuagling
confederale  lands with his
body-pack of heroin, Some-
times the trafficker lels the
ship go around the world and
back to the same port before
he collects his heroin.

The Southeast Asian heroin
traffic remains all Chincso—
from the Hong Kong or Taipel

> financier who "acquires the

supply to the Chinese-
Americantrafficker who
wholesales it—because they
don't trust anybody but their
fellow Orientals.

That requires Chinese
-BNDD agents toinfiltrate the
rings but, Exright said, the
Chisese have to scll heroin
outside their closed cornrnuni-
tics so some ‘ non-Chincse
agents are working on these
cases, oo, :

So far, the socalled mayor
of Chinatown (with 20 pounds
of heroin) and several others
have becn arrested in New
York, a group of Chincse
ship-jumpers was caught with
six pounds of smoking heroin
and a Philippine diplomat was
talied by a LNDD aront from
Bangkok to New York and ar-
rested with 40 pounds of
heroin. Arrested with him at
the same midtown hotel was
his Chinese “Control.’ There
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Most of the smuggling sea-
men come info Wast Coast
ports in both Canada and the
United States. Vancouver is
particularly popular. The most
recent seizwre was along the
Washington state border as
the Chinese tricd to bring in 18
pourds from Canada, hidden
in slerco cquipment, '

Like the Malia, the Chinese
have turned to murder. Anim-
portant West Coast Chinese
frailicker was murdered re-
cently, bringing a temporary
glowdown for regrouping in
the illicit trade. After toe mur-
der, agents found a peund of
herein in his house.

“Some of the rcciplents of
drugs from couriers are indi-
viduals of substance in the
Chinese communities,”” La-
right said, “but I am In no
way implying that the majori-
iy of Chincse-Americans are
anything but outstanding citi-
zens."”

No Link to Pcking
Nor_is he Implying that the

. Asian

Reoples Republic of China 18

;}5

“very delinite links between
Chinese traffickers in most
major cities from San Francis-
co to Bosten, from Vancouver
to New York and Chicago.
They know cach other and
they traffic together.”

He said he had scraps of
intellizence that Southeast
heroin is coming
through Latin America.

“They’ll keep probing and
looking for vuinerable points
of cntry,” he said. “That's
what the European fraffickers
did when they started channcl-
ing their heroin flow to the
United States by way of Latin
America.” :

To fight the Seutheast Asian
flow to thls country, BNDD is
attacking the supply at its
source in the Golden Triangle
of Southeast Asia,

In cooperation with authorl
ties in Laos and Thailand,
they're attempting to bottle up
the supply with roadblocks
and undercover penetration.
They're also working along the
supply channels in Bangkox,
Hong Kong and Manila. -

the_source of the frafifc. e « About 1,000 tons of opium is

. A I i s A
saig_there was no inieligence

.grown annually in Southeast

ta.indicate that Red China. hag Asia. Most of its is consumed

anything to de with it.

- What Invésligation™ has sure that all of if stays across.
brought out, he said, are thePacilic.

there. BNDD's goal is to maxe
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U.S. REPORTS HERQIN ARRESTS

Lu'a'%ﬂ g_—.«»@

PARIS (AP) — President
Nixon's senior narcotics advis-
er today disclosed a zeries of
arrests that he claimed inca-
pacitated the Latin drug
connection  to  the United
States, :

‘“This might be a blow from
which the underworld could
not recover,” Nelson Gross re-
ported.

Other  American officials
said the arrests, made in Latin
America from February to
September, “were the biggest
roundup of its kind” and in-
volved “old-time people who
cannot ke easily replaced.”

Gross said the Latin connec-

tion,
through
duced
ries Is smuggled to Latin
America for shipment to the
United States, accounted for
about 2,200 pounds of heroin on
the U.S. street market cvery
year.

The cycle of arrests hegan,
he said, on Feb, 5inLa Paz,
Bolivia, wilh the arrest of
I’ou.,cp Caramanian, a French
national, who was in posses-
sion of a false passport and
$236,000 in cash. Caramanian
was exiradited to the United
States but two Frenchmen swho
accompanied him, Lucien Sar-

route
herein  pro-

the transport
which”

i and Jean- Paul Angeletti,

were released.

Through the coordinated ef-
forts of the U.S. Narcotics Bu-
reau, Irench and various Lat-
in-American police agencies,
Sarti and Angelelts
tracked to Mexico. Angeletti
and an Italian trafficker, Ren-
z0- Ragai, were arres ted there
April 27. Sarti was killed in a
shootout with police.

On Aug. 20 in Caracas, Ven-
ezucla, another alleced mem-
ber of the ring, Josuph Sereni,
was arrcsted and 35 pounds o[

heroin  seized. On Sept. 6 in
.Bucnos Aires, 32 persons were

nection’

in Marseille laborato-

were |

. hefore,”

i

&; “é‘xm’@iﬁ

arrcstcd In conncetion with the
sclzure of 92 pounds of heroin,

among them arother alleged:

accomplice, Francis Chiappi.
Finally, on Sept. 26, 132
pounds of heroin were found in
Rio de Janeiro, leading to the
arrest of slill another reputed
g%ng member, Christian Da-
vid.

Cocaine I;“aclory Selzed

Meanwhile, in Chile, police
disclosed that Chilean narcot-
ics agents have uncovered
what they claim is tha biggest
cocaine factory on the South
American continent and one of
the biggest in the world,

The discovery of the secret

' laboratory and the arrest of

its alleged owner, Filiberto O1-
medo Rojas, 43, "could be had
news to cocaine users in the

Uniled States beecause Chile-.

an-made “sinow” accounts for
mest of the U.S. market.
“There doesn’t appear to
have been anything like this
said a U. 5 official of
the (hbcovcxcd Tactory, which
polica  say mocaced 1,100

pounds of pure cocaine in 'the-

last three years.

Hernan Lopez, chiof insnee-
tor of the Chilean Narcotics

drolen

ana(’e said the lab was lo~
cated in an iselated house in
the Chilean beach resort of Al
garrobo, about 60 miles west
of Santiago, °

One kilo — or 2.2 pounds—-
of cocaine is worth about
82,500 in Chile but its value
mcnca:nq to belween $18,000
and $20,000 when it arrives i

‘ the DmLed States.
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